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amounts to penitence on our part, and pardon and ac- | 
ceptance on the part of God. Itis saying, I confess 
my rebellion, and sue for pardon; and will in future 
submit to thy requirements which are just and good. 
The prophet has not only told us that every tongue 
shall swear, but has added a clause of the oath. ** Sure- 
ly shall say in the Lord have I righteousness and 
unto me every knee shali bow, and every tongue shail strength.”> Now, if men remain in rebellion to all 
Surely shail say in the Lord have I righte-| eternity, how can they swear allegiance to God? If 
they are always to continue unrighteous, how can they 
swear that they have righteousness in the Lord? It 
In the most explicit and solemn manner does the | really appears that bowing to God, and swearing that 
Lord God of immensity declare the final happiness of} we have righteousness and strength in him, must 
ai] his children. His works have suggested, his word | amount to penitent submission,éespecially when we con- 
has declared, and his oath has confirmed it. The doc-| sider the phraseology of the chapter. Inthe verse 
trine, therefore, of universal felicity is ‘* as firm as na-| preceding the text, God says, ** Look unto me, and be 
ture, and as fixed as fate.’ As the promise in the text| saved.” Now if looking unto God will entitle us to 
rests upon the oath of Jehovah, there can be no doubt salvation, surely bowing and swearing allegiance to him 
as to its fulfilment. The only things we shall notice | can do no less. 
therefore, are the extent of its application, and the na-! Again: All are represented as bowing and swearing 
ture of the subjection. |in the same manner. -We have not the least warrant 
Ist. The extent of its application. The expression | to say that some bow penitently and others impeni- 
“ every knee and every tongue,’ must include every |tently. Suppose, for example, that I shoutd declare 
individual of the human kind. In the verse preceding | that two persons had committed suicide. Would any 
the text, *“* all the ends of the earth” are invil+d to} one conclude from this declaration that one put a pe- 
look unto God,-and be saved. The phrases, all the | riod to his own existence, and the other was murdered 
ends of the earth, aud every knee and every tongue, are by an assassin? Surely not. Neither can we with any 
as clearly expressive of universality as any terms our more propriety conclude from the declaration, ‘* every 
language affords. ‘ihe same expressions are used in| knee shall bow,” that some bow penitently and volun- 
relation to the creation, where none will deny their | tarily, and others bow only as they are crushed by the 
universal application. Now why do not the same ex- divine arm. Since all bow in the same manner, that 
pressions include as many, when applied to the salva-| is, either penitently or impenitety, we must conclude 
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A Short Sermon. 
“Phare sworn by myself, the word ts gone out of my 


mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, that 


swear. 
ousness and strength.” —Isa. xlv. 23, 24. 
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ciples.” Hence the glory of the Father requireth, not 
the rebellion, but the penitence and good fruits of his 
creatures, not that they should be in his power only, 
but that they be disciples of his son. Since all are to 
bow and confess to the glory of the Father, aid his glo- 
ry consisteth only with the fruits of penitence, it is 
clear that all will repent and bring forth fruits meet 
for repentance. The good apostle tells us that none 
** can call Jesus Lord but by the Holy Ghost” ; and 
as all are to call him Lord to the glory of God, it fol- 
follows that the divime spirit will operate upon all 
hearts. 
I think it is evident that some thing is meant in our 
text more than being subject to the power of Christ ; 
for St. Paul, when speaking of this subjection says, 
‘* we see not yet all things put under him.” Certain- 
ly all men were in the power of Christ, in the days of 
the apostle ; the subjection alluded to, therefore, must 
mean something other than a subjection to his power. 
All power in heaven and on earth was given to Jesus 
immediately after his resurrection. While on earth the 
winds and sea obeyed him, and even the devils were 
subject to his controul. The subjection then, which 
the apostle declared to be future must be a penitent 
subjection. This further appeurs from another passage 
of the same apostle, when he says, ** when fall things 
are subdued unto him, then shall the Son be subject to 
him that put all things under him, that God may be all 
in all. Here, then, is the subjection spoken of; it isa 
subjection which will make us temples meet for the 
residence of our Father in heaven. ‘* He that dwell- 
eth in love,” says St. Jolin, “ dwelleth in God, and 





tion of men, as when applied to their creation? St. | that all will ultimately be accepted, or all rejected ; 
Paul cites our text, and gives it the most unlimited ap-/ and as no one will maintain the latter, I think the for- 
plication. He not only says that erery knee, and erery| mer must be admitted. If it had been the design of 
tovgue shall reverence and praise God, but adds, “ of | the prophet to express a penitent subjection, I hardly 
thiugs in heaven, of things in earth, and things under | know how he could have expressed it more plainly.— 
the earth.” The above makes it clear that the whole | But if he could not have expressed the rebellion of a 
intelligeut creation are included in the text. I would) part of mankind more clearly than by saying every knee 
labor this point farther, but as its universality is gen-| shall bow and every tongue swear, | must despair of ev- 
erally admitted, I will dispense with other proof at this | er learning his meaning. 
The sense I have given to the text is confirmed by 
2d. Lhe nature of the subjection. The believers in the use the apostle makes of the passage. To the 
endless misery assert that the subjection here is a forc-' Phillippians he says, *‘ God hath highly exalted him, 
ed and not a willing subjection. Here then the whole , [Christ] and given him a name which is above every 
controversy turns. If it can be proved that the sub- name, that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 
jection is voluntary, and the worship divine, the final , of things in heaven, of things in earth, and things un- 
happiness of all is established. Bowing is certainly , der the earth, and every tongue shall confess that Je- 
more indicative of a willing than ofa forced subjection ; , Us Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.”— 
more expressive of adoration than of blasphemy. ‘The ; Here, again, they all bow in the same manner, and 
word bow, is used to express sincere worship in the | make the same confession. Those on earth and under 
Thus, the prophet asks, ‘ Wherewith the earth, bow and confess in precisely the same way 





time. 


scriptures. 


God in him.”? We must dwell in love before we can 
be the residence of God’s love. When the subjection 
to which I allude takes place, God will dwell in the 
hearts of all his creatures, and as this cannot be untii 
they dwell in love, J infer that all will finally be in 
possession of that love which is the end of the com- 
mandment and which is the fulfilling of the law.— 
Then ‘rejoice, O ye heavens, for the Lord hath 
done it.” C. H. 


——<t : ED : a 
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Remarks on Haynes’ Sermon. 


As another edition of Mr. Haynes’ Sermon, against 
Universal Grace and Salvation, is just in circulation, 
and triumphantly gloried in, as a most successful bar- 
rier against the spread of Universal sentiments, it 
seems necessary that some additional remarks should 





shall | come before the Lord, and bow myself before the , that those do in heaven. But do those in heaven bow 
high God.” St. Paul, tovexpress his sincere homage, | impenitently ? Do the just made perfect on high aout 
says. “ | bow my knees unto the Father.” When God only a: they are crushed by the all-powerful arm of | 
forbid worship to be paid to idols, he told the people , God? Much otherwise. Neither do those re the 

they should not bow to them. Thus inthe decalogue, ‘earth or under the earth. They all bow in coutrition ; | 
he says, ** Thou shalt not bow down to them, nor serve ‘they alike confess Jesus to be Lord to the glory of the | 
them:? Here we see that bowing is used to express | Father. And who can suppose that the Father s name 

scceptable worship, and is synonymous with serre.— would be glorified by the endless rebellion of a guns 

that bowing expresses, not a forced sub- part of his children ? God says he has ~ pleasure in| 
) So the text declares that | //¢ death of the wicked ; andif the endless death of 
‘the wicked promote his glory, then God has no pleas- | 
‘ure in his own glory! Let me ask, which would re- 


a? 


tlius we see 
fection, but a voluntary one. 
every knee shall pay divine homage to God. 

Dut this is pot all; every tongue shall swear. The 
lerin swear is borrowed from’ the practice of swearing 
elexiance to human priaces. God is our lawfal Sov- 


| 
\ 


ercign, and we have all rebelled against him, and | 


ee : a ats + Herein,” says he, ‘is the Father glorified, | 
“Hen we return to our allegiance, he will accept us.—| ’ 


rest. 


‘Weartug allegiance to the Sovereign of the world, 





be made upon it, according to the different talents men 

ossess, and the different views they may have upon 
the subject. It is not my object to supercede, or pre- 
vent the reading of those better remarks made by Mr. 
Ballou, and Mr. Pickering, in reply to Mr. Haynes’ 
Sermon ; but to call up the attention of all who have 
read Haynes’ Sermon, and think it conclusive and un- 
answerable, that they will be at the pains, candidly to 
read the above replies, which were very satisfactory to 
my mind, when 1 read them, though it is some time 


| since. 


I shall limit my remarks at the present time, io one 


‘dound most to the glory of God, the penitence or re- (or two points, which appear to me to lie at the foun- 
bellion of his creatures? If a doubt can exist on this) gation of the whole scheme of those who hold that a 
subject, the declaration of Jesus will put it forever at | part of mankind will be endlessly miserable. 


Mr. Haynes says, under his second head, “ the 


. 7 49 f ° c » cae | , ° . 
thatye bring forth much fruit ; 80 shall ye be my dis death contained ia the threatening was doubtless 
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eternal death—as nothing but this would express God’s 
feeling towards sin, or render an infinite atonement 
necessary.” Here 1 would remark.—1. If the death 
contained in the threatening was eternal death, and if 
the God of truth cannot lie, then our first parents are 
assuredly in that state of death now, and there they 
must remain to all eternity. But this is contrary to 
the general opinion of all christian writers. | believe 
it is universally admitted that our first parents were 
helievers in the first promise ; that God’s making coats 
of skins and clothing them, was a sign of their justifi- 
cation, as believers in the promised seed. [ence if 
God threatened eternal death, either annihilation, or 
endless misery, to Adam and Eve, and they are not 
cast off into this death, God did not speak the truth. 
Of course, if Mr. Haynes, and others who agree with 
him, do not lay it down as a matter of fact that our first 
parents are eternally damned, then the serpent spake 
the truth ; or else the death threatened was nat eternal 
death. 

It is a fact admitted by all christians, I believe, that 
eur first parents did transgress the command given 
them; that as God is true they must die the death 
which he threatened them ; and now if this death was 
eternal, they can never be delivered from it. 


Furthermore: Partialists generally stippose that God 
has purposed, or at least does bring mankind into the 


world with natures corrupted with sin on account of 


; m2 < hee 
\dam’s disobedience ; so that now every soul is liable 


to the pains of an eternal heil in another world, not | 


for their own actual transgressions, but for the offences 
of ancestors, who lived four thousand years before they 
were born. 

If God did threaten eternal death to our first pa- 
rente, we know that, according to the Bible, God did 
not execute his word, forthey lived many years, and 
had sons and daughters ; yea, Adam lived 930 years. 


shalt surely die. Hence, according to Mr. Haynes 


and other partialists, the serpent spake the truth ; for 


they neither died a temporal nor eternal death on the 
day of their transgression. The only possible way 
that I can discuver God’s word to be true, and the ser- 


pent a liar, is to u..derstand the death threatened spir- 


itual or moral, which consisted in a wicked, miserable 
state of mind. This death Adam died on the day he 
ate the forbidden fruit. 
who breaks the known commands of God. From this 
death Christ came to save mankind. He gives thema life 





2. Mr. Haynes says, that “‘ nothing but the threat- 
ening of eternal death, would express God’s feelings | 
towards sin.” 

On this principle every soul that sins is threatened | 
with eternal death; and if God is true to his word | 
every one of mankind must be eternally miserable. If 
God could threaten eternal death, and not execute it, 
then the serpent’s words were true, and God’s words 
false. But I believe that God spake the truth, and 
executed the threatening upon our first parents the 
very day they eat of the forbidden fruit. The death | 
threatened was spiritual death, or fear, guilt, and mis- 
ery of mind. As Mr. Haynes expresses it himself, in 
dying thou shalt die. That is, on eating the fruit of 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil, they should 
become dead in trespasses and sins, or they should find 
that the wages of sin, and to be carnally minded, is 
death. But this death might be experienced, and 
eternal life come afterwards, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. If God could love and bless our first parents 
after they had sinned, then he can as consistently love 
and bless all their decendants. ‘ For as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.’ 

Universalists admit there is a hell, and that all the 
wicked shall be turned into it; not a part as the par- 
tialists suppose. Why cannot the wicked as well be 
delivered from the lowest hell, as saved from eternal 
death? 

Partialists virtually deny that the wages of sin is 
death. For they generally complain of those who 
hold that all sin will certainly be punished. They 
suppose that God threatens, but will not execute up- 
on all transgressors of his law, the wages of sin. Ac- 
eording to them, multitudes of mankind who deserve 
eternal death, will never suffer it. And they do not 
admit that God punishes all sinners in this world ac- 
cording to their deserts. On the contrary, they inti- 
mate that sinners enjoy more comfort and happiness 
in sin, than those do who work righteousness. They | 
often say that a sinful course does not bring death to 
to the sinner, while he practices it, but great pleasure | 
and happiness. Thus it seems that partialists preach 
the doctrine of the serpent, ye shall not surely die, al-| 
though you transgress God’s commands. 

They teach that the wages of sin is eternal death in 
another state of existence. Nevertheless, though God 
threatens this tremenduous death, and the least sin 
according to the creed, deserves it, yet God may not 
execute the threatening, but bestow upon some sinners 
kepentance and salvation, of his free grace, through 











God. But Christ, the promised seed of the woman, 
does not deliver his people from temporal nor eternal 
death. Yea, it is impossible in the very nature of 
things, for God to save a soul from eternal death. Or, 
at least, God cannot execute eternal death upon a 
soul, and that soul be saved from it. If God did 


threaten Adan, or any of his race with eternal death | and imperfect idea. 


for their disobedience, he must execute his word, or he 
is not to be feared when he threatens his creatures.— 
I believe God is to be feared, because he threatens a 


cording. to. his deeds. SEEK TRUTR. 
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Compendium of a Sermon. 


6 Understandest thou what thou readest.°—Acrts viii. 30. | 


Such is the appeal addressed by Philip to the Ethi- 
opian. 

The Ethiopian was Treasurer of the Queen of his 
country. He had been up to Jerusalem to worship, 
according to a custom which had prevailed among the 
Ethiopian nobility ever since the days of the Queen of 
the South; and he was then returning in his chariot, 
and meditating, as we must naturally suppose, on those 
religious services in which he had so lately engaged. 
Philip, beholding him at a distance, was directed by 
the Holy Spirit to join company with him; and hear- 
ing him read the prophet Isaiah as he drew near, he 
thus addressed him, ‘ Understandest thou what thou 
readest 2? It is probable that Philip observed some- 
thing in his manner of reading which led him to sus- 
pect, what proved to be the fact, that the noble Ethi- 
opian was totally ignorant of the meaning of the pro- 
phet. There is a certain solemn, stupid manner of 
reading which one naturally falls into, when he either 
does not understand the sense, or does not attend to it. 

But the Ethiopian stands not alone in this unhappy 


predicament. It is certain that a great proportion of 


those who, at the present day, read the scripture, are 
profoundly ignorant of its meaning. Only look at one 
fact, and you cannot doubt it;—a fact well known |: 
you all, viz. that one half of the readers attribute to 
the scriptures a meaning almost entirely different from 
that which is received by the rest. As this is the case. 
you must perceive that at least one half of the readers 





Jesus Christ : or eternal life on condition sinners will 


of the sacred testimony do not understand what thev 


But the threatening was, in the day thou eatest, thou 


This death every sinner dies | 


which restores them to the likeness and enjoyment of | 
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g, if not both. And it would seem too, that peo- 
ple in general are actually conscious to themselves 
that they do not understand the Bible ; for it is a com: 
mon saying among them that it is a dark book, 

But, my friends, tell me, is it reasonable to suppose 
that God in giving a revelation to man, made it so dark 
and confused that it cannot be understood? No; such 
a communication would be no revelation ; it would be 
but an enigma, given for the unworthy purpose of con- 
founding the ignorant children of men with doubt and 
uncertainty. 


wron 


If the scriptures are a re velation,—if they 
were given to enlighten us, the causes of their not be- 
ing better understood must be in the reader, and notin 
the Book. And we shall now attempt to point some 
of those causes. 1. One of those causes, is, that in 
reading the Bible, people generally do not read for the 
"purpose of understanding it. ‘(hey read it rather for 
the purpose of discharging what they call a sacred, 
solemn duty. They take it into their hands, not with 
familiarity, as they would any other book, but witha 
superstitious dread, and awful look ; and commencing 
a chapter with an unnatural, sanctimonious tone, on- 
wards they go, their voice alternately rising and fall- 
‘ing, like the fancied wailings of tormented ghosts,— 
Now let a person take any other book and always read 
lit after this fashion, and you may safely defy him to 
| understand it, let it be ever so plainly written. After 
'a chapter has been thus dispatched, ask the reader 
\ what the substance of it was ; and perhaps he can tell 
you nothing about it,—perhaps he has an idea of some- 
thing it contained, but at any rate, a very confused 
However he excuses himself by 
/sayil.y that his memory is poor, very poor indeed. But 
| give him any common story to read, and though it be 
thrice the length of the chapter, you will discover that 


just punishment for sin, and will by no means clear the , there is no want of memory now. 
‘guilty, but will certainly punish the transgressor ac- 


So long as religious people use the scriptures in this 
way, how can you expect them to understand what 
they read? 

2. Another cause of people’s not understanding the 
scriptures is, they pay tittle or no attention to the con- 
| nexion of the few passages they attempt to understand. 
'They have been accustomed to regard the Bible rath- 
ler as a text—Book, than a composition connected as 
| other books are. ‘hey seem to look on it as a collec- 
| tion of insulated sayings, some of which are on a level 
| with the human understanding, but the greater num- 

ber above it; all of them however, even the most sim- 
| ple, containing hidden truths, which will be unfolding, 
one alter another, toall eternity. And they sometimes 


say thatone single verse is subject enough for their me- 
ditation during all their lives. 


~* 
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‘ 


| 


Accordingly, when some 
passage happens to fix their attention, they do not suffer 
it to stand joined with its proper connexion; but in- 
stead of contemplating the whole under one view, con- 
fine themselves to the bare passage, and torture it till 
they think they have extracted most wonderful senti- 
ments from each individual werd in it. ‘ Nine and 
twenty knives,’* said a certain preacher, “ is a text 
full of spiritual instruction and godly admonition.” 

If you please, I will point out several very common 
instances of astonishing inattention to the connexion of 
passages. ** He that believeth and is baptised shall 
be saved; and he that believeth not shall be damned.” 
Very well. Understandest thou what thou readest ?— 
‘ Certainly,’ answers the reader: ‘ it means that all 
who do not believe, will be eternally miserable.’ Let 
it be so, then, and the eternal misery of ali mankind, 
now living, is as certain as the declaration of Christ is 
sure ; for the very next words to the passage above 
quoted, are, ** And these signs shall follow them that 
believe: Im my name shall they cast out devils; they 
shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up ser 
pents ; and if they drink any deadly thing it shall not 
hurt them; they shall lay their hands on the sick, and 
they shall recover.” Mark xvi. 16, &c.] Where are 
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»xert their freedom, and make themselves obedient be- read ; for where there is this astonishing difference in | "OW the believers, such as Christ alluded to when he 


hevers,. 


‘tuterpretation, one of the two parties must be in the | 
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* Ezra i. 


























exid that the believer should be saved, and the unhe- 
liever damned ? And it he meant that al/ who do not 
pelieve shall be eternally damned, who among us, 
think you, can escape? Can any among us drink a 
deadly draught, and it shall not hart us? or lay our 
hands on the sick, and they shal} recover? 

Take your bibles, examine the passage under con- 
sideration, take into view its connexion, and you will 
discover that Christ directed all these promises, warn- 
ings and instructions only to the Eleven.® 

Again: “ Grieve not the holy spirit of God.” Well, 
Understandest theu now what thou readest 2? * Why, 
the reader will say, ‘it means that if we grieve the 
holy spirit. it will forsake us forever, and leave us to 
eternal impenitence and hardness of heart.’ Alas, 
what ignorance! The passage, quoted above, is but 
one half of a sentence; and the remaining clause 
which belongs to it, is as follows: ‘* whereby ye are 
sealed uiito the day of redemption!” * Grieve not the 
holy spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day 
of redemption.” [Eph. iv. 30.] Is there any danger, 
think you, that those who are already sealed unto the 
day of redemption, will be left to eternal impenitence 
and hardness of heart? 

Another passage that is generally read and interpret- 
ed without any regard to its connexion, is the following 
half of a sentence: ** And as it is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judgment, °° This, 
it is said, alludes to that death of the body which all 
men must undergo; and it means that after they have 
thus died, they shall all be summoned to judgment, 
and appointed, some to endiess perdition, and some to 
everlasting glory. Now let us hear the whole of the 
sentence: ‘* And as it is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this the judgment, so Christ was once of- 
fered to bear the sins of many, and unto them that look 
for him shall he appear the second time without sin 
unto salvation.” [Heb. ix. 27, &c.] Here you per- 
ceive that the apostle considered the death, which was 
‘appointed unto men,’ as a type or similitude of that 
which Christ endured when he was offered up; and 
the judgment, which succeeded, as a representation of 
Christ’s second appearing without sin unto salvation. 
Let it, then, be determined that the death spoken of 
as appointed unto men, is that death of the body which 
is appointed unto a// men, and that the judgment spok- 
en of is a judgment iv eternity; and it will follow of 
necessity, in order to render the passage consistent, 
that at that judgment all men will appear without sin 
unto salvation. 

However, if you will take the pains to examine this 
passage in connexion with the preceding part of the 
chapter, you will discover that the apostle did not al- 
lude to that death of the body which is appointed unto 
ail men; but to that figurative death prescribed by the 
Jewish rituals for the High Priests, to their entering the 
Holy of Holies clothed with the breast-plate of judg- 
ment, and to their appearing afterwards to those with- 
out, for the legal justification of the people from their 


sins, 





These are but a few of the common instances of inat- 
tention to the connexion of scripture. ‘They are suili- 
cient, however, for our preseut purpose. 

To you, my friends, let me apply the caution of our 
Lord: “ Whoso readeth, let him understand.” Read 
the scriptures as you would any other book that you 
Wish to understand. Read them familiarly ; examine 
them with periect freedom; judge of every passage 
according to its connexion, and Yet your judgment be 
that of plain common sense. Never allow yourselves 
to read merely for the purpose of performing a solemn 
task ; for, remember, it is of no kind of use to yourselves, 
your fellow men, or your God, that you read the scrip- 
tures, unless you thereby gain an understanding of 
them. MARCcUs. 
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For a more full exposition of this passaze, see Uni- 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


(3 By the politeness ofa friend we 


have been favored with the perusal of a pamphlet, 
entitled, ‘* Salvation for all men, illustrated and vin- 
dicated as a scripture doctrine, in numerous extracts 
from a variety of pious and learned men, who have 
purposely writ upon the subject: together with their 
answer to the objections urged against it. By one 
who wishes well to mankind. Boston: printed by 
T.&J. Fleet, Cornhill, 1782.” Concluding that some 
of these extracts will be new to the most of our read- 
ers, we have thought it not improper to publish them 
in the Magazine. They serve to shew, that men of 
learning and virtue have-embraced the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation, and written well in de- 
fence of it. In the following extract from the pre- 
face to the work above mentioned, we find some 
information concerning two of these eminent men. 


“ SALVATION FOR ALL MEN, 
Tilustrated and Vindicated as a Scripture Doctrine. 


‘*¢ That mankind universally shall, in the final issue 
of the gospel plan of mercy, be delivered from the bon- 
dage of corruption, and be admitted to the felicity of 
the sons of God, is no novel doctrine, as many may be 
ready to imagine. It was (as some writers upon this 
subject have observed) received as a revealed truth by 
Origen and Clement, of Alexandria, who both lived in 
the latter end of the 2d century. And it appears from 
Augustin, Jerom, and other celebrated writers, in their 
day, that it was not then either a new or uncommon 
tenet. And, in later times, a variety of books have 
been published in favor of it, in the French, High 
Dutch, Low Dutch and English languages. There is 
also an ingenious piece, written in French by a noble 
minister of the court of the king of Prussia, stiled ‘A 
Treatise on the Universal Restitution of the Creation.’ 
A considerable number of other books, upon the same 
subject, are now extant in English. I shall only men- 
tion one or two out of many others. Jeremiah White, 
chaplain to Oliver Cromwel, and an eminently pious, 
good man, has writ a large book, in vindication of 
God’s goodness to be manifested, at last, in the recove- 
ry of the whole lower creation from the fall. From 
this book many of the following extracts are made: Dr. 
David Hartley, in his observations upon man, has sey- 
eral chapters upon salvation for all men; from which | 
may collect some thoughts in the following work. I 
shall say of him, he wasa man of known serious piety, 
!a disciple of Mr. John Wesley, and in common with 
| him and all his followers, a believer in the restoration 
ed all mankind, in God’s time and way, to final hap- 

piness.” EXTRACTS. 

‘* After some pertinent observations, the pious and 
ingenious Mr. White proceeds in the following manner, 
‘ And here I do, in the fear of God, most humbly pros- 
trate myself before his divine majesty, and in the deep- 
est sense of my own darkness and distance from him, 
ido, with all my might, beg of that infinite goodness | 
am endeavoring to represent to others, that if some- 
thing like to this platform and prospect of things be 
not agreeable to that revealed and natural light he 
hath given to us, that my undertaking may be inter- 
rupted; my design fall; and that the Lord would par- 
don my attempt. And I know he will do so, for he 
hath given me to have no further concern in this mat- 
ter, than as I apprehend it to be a most glorious truth, 
witnessed to both by the scriptures of truth, and by the 
most essential principles of our own reason, and which 
will be found so at the last opening of the gospel, to 
recover, in that opening, a degenerate world. 
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But if | 
this be a true representation of the glorious design of | sal goed. 

the ever blessed goodness of the great God, who is | “¢ And whilst I sometimes entertain myself with 
eoodness itself; and if the holy scriptures and right | 
reason do bear witness unto it, how clear, how fair, | 
how open lies the way before us to justify the soyer- | love in a drop, in a bean, in a creature, there nfus'. 
eizn power, and disposition of God, which he exercises | Sure be infinitely more in the ocean, in 
by election aud-reprobation too, with all the methodshe | himself, IJ find all these good desires aad « 


ol 
uses in his holy and glorious wisdom and prudence, in 
giving way to the entrance of sin, and then inflaming 
the anguish of it by the law, that he may thereby have 
occasion to glorify his wrath against it, and his justice 5 
and so make his way to the more glorious illustration 
of his grace and love in the close. 

** © In this account and prospect, there is, as we shall 
see in the sequel of this discourse, nothing omitted, 
nothing excluded, of all the ways and methods of God 
with men, which have been, by good minds, variously 
contended for. Here his universal grace doth no long- 
er thrust out his special and peculiar favor. Reproba- 
tion here will be found consisting with election, yea, 
damnation itself with Salvation. Were all those knots. 
which other systems of divinity have tied faster, are in 
a great measure loosed. Here all those difficulties, 
in the christian religion, which have so long perplexed 
the more thinking and inquiring minds, are, if not quite 
removed, at least made so easy, that we may with 
some contentment and pleasure, wait for that state 
which can alone perfectly satisfy us. And yet all this 
while, nothing of moment in Christianity is any way 
assaulted or shaken, but all is much better established 
and confirmed, being hereby made one entire piece,,. 
most pure and pleasant, from the highest truth, and the 
highest good, meeting both in one, throughout the 
whole contrivance. 

“* * Here all those false, barbarous and monstrous re- 
presentations of a God are taken away, which have 
hitherto hindered so many minds (otherwise ingenuous) 
from owning him, for fear they should, at the same 
time they acknowledge the supreme Being, reproach 
and blaspheme him, by leaving out the highest and 
most essential perfection of the Deity, which is good- 
ness, or at least making it more narrow and contracted 
than that of a finite, imperfect creature. 

‘¢ ¢ Here, ina word, all the scenes of time, and all 
things done therein, are with an unspeakable pleasure 
discovered and seen to be invironed, encompassed, en- 
folded in the arms and embraces of eternity, lying down: 
and resting there, as in the end to which they were 
eternally ordained. ; 

‘¢ ¢ He is not a christian, he is not a man, he hath. 
put off the tenderness and bowels of a man, he hath 
lost humanity itself, he hath not so much charity as 
Dives expressed, that cannot readily cry out,—this is 
good news, if it be true: that will not say Amen to it, 
provided it be agreeable to God, and what his word 
will countenance and own. For under no other law 
or condition can we groundedly rejoice in any doctrine, 
than as it bears the impress and stamp of divine au- 
thority, and tends to his glory, to which all must bow ; 
for heaven itself must pass away, rather than the gos- 
pel be innovated, or another gospel broached, how grati- 
fying or acceptable soever to our fleshly minds. Upon 
this supposition, therefore, I conclude this doctrine must 
be acceptable and welcome to every good man, 

‘**T have often observed with admiration and pleas- 
ure, those most affectionate irruptions of spirit and 
pangs of love in Moses and Paul. Blot me out of thy 
book, says one ; I could be accursed from Christ, say: 
the other: for the sake of my brethren. I sometimes 
feel so much of the same love working in my soul, that 
I verily believe a man, thoroughly acted by a spirit of 
goodness, would be ever content to live in a banish- 
ment from God, 1 mean from the sweet illapses and 
touches of his love, so that he might be without sin,. 
rather than any of God’s creation should be ever unac- 
quainted with him: and therefore he thinks it would 
be the best employment and greatest happiness in the 
world, to be used as an instrument to such an wairer- 


such thoughts as these, I feela sec ret joy springing in 
my soul, and whispering to me, ii there be. se mnel 
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eolf swallowed up by the discovery of an object, which 
and omnipotence, an infinitely wise 
and almighty goodness; and a ravishing sight of all 





is all goodness 
things already Iving in his tender arms, and sacred 
embraces; who, in his sovereign and inconrprehensible 
wisdom, hath still been conducting them through all | 
their various intricacies, for a greater good and glory.’ | 

“ Having ended his introduction, which breathes a 
spirit of piety ayd benevolence, our author proceeds to 
confirm the doctrive of an Universal Restoration of the 
human race, by a variety of testimonies, from scripture. 
I shall not quote every thing he advances under each 
head, as that would swell this work to too large a size : 
But in a#few words as possible, 1 shall endeavor to 
give you his ideas. 

‘‘ The first text he produces is from the Ist epistle 
of Timothy ii. 3, God our Saviour, who will have all 
men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. 
Upon which he observes—‘ The letter of this text is 
full and express: God will have ALL MEN to be saved, 
and should we press it, there are almost as many argu- 
ments as words. For 1st, It is not said God would have 
all to be saved by his good will, but that he aulhorila- 
tively wills it: wills it as a Being of supreme, uncon- 
troulable power, a being that will be obeyed in spite 
of the corrupt dispositions of men, or the mischievous 
arts of devils. It is a fired, determined, immutable 
will, not transient nor revocable. Thus powerfully 
and irresistibly does God will all men to be saved. 

‘© 6 And as he will the end, so does he will the neces- 
sary means leading to it. In order to their being sar- 
ed, he will have all men come to the knowlege of the 
truth. No man is or can be sanctified or saved with- 
out the knowledge of the truth: God wills this there- 
fore, that they be saved, and that this means of salva- 
tion shall pass upon them. 

“© ¢ Further—this will has its ground in the essential 
benevolence of God’s nature. The salvation of all 
men is good and acceptable in his sight. The words 
God our Saviour are not to be restrained to the elect, 
for that would not carry forth a will to save all men; 
this, therefore, is to be taken in the same latitude and 
extent with other places, where he is called the Sa- 
viour of all men, Ch. iv. 10. And God that guickeneth 
all things. Ch. vi. 135. And our Saviour tells us, all 
’ things live to God. Luke xx. 38. And he is called, the 
God of the spirits of all fiesh. Numb. xvi. 22. And 
mark you, who is this Saviour? It is God, not Christ, 
for of him he speaks distinctly afterwards. But God 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

*¢ ¢ Upon this principle therefore, that God wills the 
salvation of men, he hath commanded us to pray for 
the whole world of mankind. He hath assured us, this | 
is peculiarly good and acceptable in his sight. And | 
with the highest reason, for it perfectly falls in with | 
his gracious design, and tends to bring it into effect.— | 
Neither does this overset the doctrine of election, as we | 
shall shew in the seque! of this discourse. When | 
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Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 
who gare himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time. Sthand 6th verses. 

“ ¢4st. There is one God, or more properly—God 
one. Thatis, all men, reprobate as well as elect, have 
The elect have not one 
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one and the self-same God. 
God and reprobate another; but one God is the God 
of them bo/h. To adopt the words in Malachi ii. 10. 
Have we not all one Father? Hath not one God crect- 
edus2 Yea, the same good, and kind, and merciful 
God and Father made all. So then we see the blessed 
God stands in the same near and tender relation to the 
whole human race. 

6 6 Acain—2dly, The Mediator zs also one. One 
Mediator, says the apostle, between God and men.— 
Here again, all men are recapitulated and headed in 
one, who is the mediator of reconciliation, and of ail 
communion of good from God to man, in whom, as 
such, all men have joint and equal interest. He is 
not styled a mediator between God and the elec/, but 
between God and men, that is, all men. All that 
come underthe denomination of men, as they have an 
interest in the great God as their common Father, so 
have they in his son Jesus Christ as their common Me- 
diator. Under this character, he is not nearer to one 
part of the human race than another. So that at/ men 
are under an equally gracious counsel and design of 
salvation. 

6 ¢ 3dly. This Mediator gave himself a ransom for 
all, ‘These words can signify no less than general re- 
demption. God wills that all men should be saved, and 
therefore he has given his Son a ransom for all, And 
this universal ransom is what the mystical Jews can no 
more bear now, than the literal Jews could hear of the 
Gentiles being taken into the covenant of Abraham.— 
One would imagise the apostle foresaw what a grudg- 
ing spirit would prevail in the world. But the scrip- 
tures of the New ‘Testament speak yet more fully as 
touching this point. 
God, which bringeth salvation to all men, hath appear- 
ed, &c. 1 Tin. iv. 10. Rom. v. 1 John ii. 
If any man sin we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous, who is a propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the 
WHOLE WORLD. A text so worded, with a not only, 
and the whole World, looks as if the spirit had purpose- 
ly consulted to obviate and prevent all clippings of it. 

** ¢ But to come to the argument: From hence it will 
be said, what though Christ gave himself a ransom for 
all, we see yet all men, nay the greatest part of men, 
have no benefit by it, but live and die unreconciled to 
God. It is granted; but because this redemption, this 
ransom, does not operate now, have we authority to 
say it never shall? Though the happy effects of his 
undertaking may not yet appear, yet the time will 
come when they shall be universally felt, and most il- 
lustriously displayed. For which reason the apostle 
adds—to be testified in due time. 'The meaning of St. 
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See Titus ii. 14. The grace of 








therefore, we are required to pray for all men, even for | Paul is—that there shall be atime, when it will be 
their salvation,it is not meant to throw down the distinc- | manifest that all men are ransomed vie" boucht “- the 
tion between the elect and reprobate. It is not meant | blood of Christ. But before he vives up Penta 
to reverse and alter God’s decrees, whereby he hath | he shall see of the travail of his. soul and be satisfied. 
given some the pre-eminence and double portion above | The reconciliation shall finally operate upon all ond if 
others ; but it is a seeking that salvation for all, which! the elect are first received to favor. the rest shall foll y 
God hath prepared for them in his own time and way. after in their proper order.’ ” beh =~ 

** ¢It is the will of God then, that all men should be! “ The last quotation I shall make from Mr. Whit 
saved. But remember, this will of his does not rest iu | is his remarks upon Eph. i. 10, and Col. i 20, That 
pitying men and wishing it were better with them.—! jn the dispensation of the indhiiane of pn a mecit 
No, the will of God and his-work are one. lie wills gather together in one, all things in Chrisi "both a } 
nothing but he works it. Leing an omnipotent and ) . we 
wise agent, he can never be resisted. But in as much. 
as he wills the salvation of all men, he will finally 
bring it about ; so that the wickedness of the human 
heart shall be tempered and subdued, the curse and. 
wrath be done away, and a most delightful and bliss: 
ful harmony take place.’ 


are in heaven and which are on earth, even in him.— 
This is the mylery of his will made known to us by the 
gospel, according to his goed pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself. ‘To this join Col. i. 20. And 
having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him 
to reconcile all things to himself, byhim, I suy, whether 
they be things on earth, or things in heaven. * The 
words rendered here to gather iogether in one, signily 
in the original, to rally or rehead routed or scattered 


* 'Tais reasoning our author further illustrates, by 
the following words.—f vr their is one Ged, aad on 
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forces or members, to reduce them to the place or rank 
} , 

, where they were before, And the word which is ren 
? - roe Tt lp ic 4 . 
, dered to reconcile signifies to change a thing from a 
state of eumity to harmony; to make it anothe; thing 
ig : ; 

from what it was. It has the same force with the oth 
er word, though from a different metaphor. They both 
import, that all men, all things were originally made 
by Christ, stood in him, were headed under him, 
ported dutifully with their relation to him. There 
was no war, no fighting, no disorder, These all came 
in by sin: therefore, he saith, Christ made peace by the 
. blood of his cross. By sin, all things had fallen asun- 
‘der, became disjointed, knew not their proper place or 
subordination. Confusion dwelt upon the face both of 
the natural and moral world. Every thing was disor- 
dered, and as it were, in a state of war. Elect as wel) 
jas reprobate, things in heaven, as well as things on 
j . “— or vs 5 

| caath, were in a miserabie shattered condition. But 
| God, who is rich in mercy, sent his Son to recover them 
‘out of this state. The subject matter upon which 
, God means to act is evidently universal. This is ex- 








com- 


| pressed by the comprehensive term ALL THINGS, And 
when he says all things, it is manifested nothing is ex- 
,cepled. There is nothing either in heaven or earth 
which shall not finally be reconciled to God, and be 
reduced to a proper state of subjection. 

*** And is there not power in the life and reign of 
Christ to do it? Is he not fully able to bring all things 
back to himself, as their proper head, and to continue 
them so? 


, 


Surely he is. And when he has once re- 
covered them to himsell, it will appear that none are 
able to tear them from him. What the lather has de- 
| signed, he will execute, and, in consequence of their 
| joint operation, al/ things will be extricated from their 
present confusion, restored to harmony and favor, and 
continue so throughout the endless ages of eternity? 
** ¢ This recapitulation of a@// things under Christ, and 
universal restoration to faver, were the nvystery which 
was hid from the beginning of the world till the time 
of the gospel. God did not declate it openly till the 
coming ofhis Son. He gave secret intimations of it in 
‘former dispensations. But a complete discovery of his 
merciful intentions to the whole race of Adam was re- 
served for the gospel. And the time will come when 
the myslery of life and salvation shall be manifested 
upon ali men, when ail men shall know the fellowship 
of it. Yet a little while, and these vicissitudes and in- 
terchangeable courses of good and evil shall go out, 
and give place to everlasting love, healing and peace.’ 
—Thus much for the excellent Jeremiah White.” 
(To be Continued. ) 


MARRIED, 

In this city, by the Rev. Thomas Whittemore of 
Cambridge, Mr. George Witherell to Miss Elizabeth 
Morrill. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Thomas Daniels, jun. to 
Miss Mercy Roberts. 

By the Rev. Mr. Lindsay, Mr. Richard Norton te 
Miss Charlotte Dolliver. 

Mr. Charles Lewis, of this city, to Miss Annah Hinck- 
ley, of Barnstable. : 

In Salem, Mr. Ezekiel Goodale to Miss Sally Sy- 
monds.—Mr. Gorham P. Newhall to Miss Rebecca 
| Horton. 

In Portland, Nicholas Gilman, Esq. of Exeter, N. . 
to Miss Sarah Hudson Mellen, youngest daughter of 
Hon. Chief Justice Melien. 


DIED, 

In this city, Moses Kemp, of Welfleet, aged about 
40, found drowned.—Geeorge P. son of George and Ke- 
becca Read, aged 16 months. 

Mr. Ezeazer Fuller, aged 82, formerly of Kingstoa. 
Thomas W. Baker, aged 13. Betsey Hooper. Sam- 


uel, son of Mr. Samuel Hichborn, jr. aged 10 months. 
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Inu Swanzey, Mass. 20th ult. Mr. Leuajah Mason, 
; aged 72. 




















